





Our Hopeful Vision

MADRE celebrates women activists building

the peaceful, healthy and safe world we all
need. In the face of war, disaster and despair,
you support women standing up for hope.
Here are just a few that inspire us:
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Stella leads Taller de Vida, MADRE’s partner group,
and together we provide critical counseling and

healing art therapy to former child soldiers. Colombia
hit a setback when the peace deal to end more than 50
years of war was voted down in a national referendum.

Still, Stella has hope for peace and healing.

“For me, peace means justice. | imagine peace with
youngq girls who can live a real childhood and have
good schooling. With Indigenous and Afro-Colombian
communities who can celebrate their cultures. With
leaders who listen to their people. | would like to say
to the women worldwide who have lived through war
like us: there’s hope. Always raise your voice, and
always join hands with other women. We can build a
global chain of solidarity, together and stronger.”
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Eunice is a young community health worker with the Indigenous Information Network,
MADRE’s partner in Kenya. She’s also an innovator and a homespun engineer. She
knew that women’s practice of cooking indoors over an open fire was clogging up

their lungs with smoke. What’s more, their inefficient stoves were using up too much
firewood, stripping away the forests nearby.

She saw a problem, and she fixed it: Eunice built a new kind of stove, with local, easy-
to-find materials. It's an updated version of an old Indigenous design, and she was
proud of the improvements she made. It uses 80% less wood and produces far less
smoke, making cooking efficient and healthy. And it's easy to build. Eunice is taking
what she's learned to help other women build stoves, safequard their families’ health
and sustain their communities.

Want to see Eunice explain how she built her stove to Yifat? Watch her
interview at .

Right: Women in Kenya learn how to build their own jiko stoves.

“When | can't help everyone, | feel it deeply in my heart.”
- Awaz is a brave, young activist we work with in Iraq. She told us about the brand new
rape crisis center for Yazidi girls fleeing ISIS sexual slavery that she helps MADRE run
with our local partner, the Organization of Women’s Freedom in Iraq. Working with girls
‘who have been so traumatized by war and sexual violence is not easy. But every day, Awaz
~ is deten

ined to do more, to reach even more young women with lifesaving shelter, food,

b counsehng and medical aid. And she knows she can do it, with your support.
“Let me tell you something,” she said, “women and A
glrls can achieve a lot when we support each other.”

Want to Iearn more about Awaz and the work that

nght Awaz, standlng in the blue shirt, leads a literacy training
at the center your support made possible.




