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Come celebrate

MADRE’s 18th
Birthday!
Join us for a Chinese

Banguet Novemlber 18,
2001 in New York, NY.

CALL US AT (212) 627-0444 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

MADRE

Vivian Stromberg greets Dr. Luis Foyo, director of the Log On to Support MADRE!

Red Cross in Cuba. In July, MADRE delivered a ship-

ment of mammography film as part of MADRE's Share  [ERAUVRNEURIOVRVOIEICRORIAN SRR
Hope campaign to fight breast cancer in Cuba. Visit our Website at www.madre'org-

homes using US-manufactured attack helicopters.
More West Bank land and water has been expropri-

ated for use by Israeli settlers, who routinely terror- Join MADRE'’s listserve _
ize Palestinian neighborhoods. In the hot summer for regular updates on our work, |
months, water shortages in Palestinian communi- urgent alerts and occasional articles.

ties are especially severe. While Israelis use an aver- Send Tacd t .
age of 348 liters of water a day per person, SNa et ehal aticrass 10 |

Palestinians must make do with 70 liters. The daily madre@igc.org.
minimum of water needed per person, according to — — -
the World Health Organization, is 100 liters.

Despite gross human rights violations committed O
by Israel in its repression of the Palestinian uprising, PUT Y U R
or Intifada, the Bush Administration continues to U
back Israel almost unconditionally. In the first half TAx R E F N D
of this year, the US increased military aid to Israel, TO WO R K |

approved the sale of more Apache attack helicopters

and vetoed a UN Security Council resolution call- Bush's new tax law drastically cut fund-
ing for an unarmed observer force to the region. ing for education, health and other social

In the midst of the violence, the Ibdaa Children’s services, while allocating $58 billic:'n a
Center, MADRE's partner in the Deheishe Refugee year in tax saving 1o the wealthiest 1% of
Camp, continues to work towards peace with jus- the popujabon.
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tice. Each week, more than 1200 young people MADRE works to redress the impact of
benefit from Ibdaa’s programs, including creative Bush’s policies on women and families
writing and dance; human rights education and around the world.
ica(cilc;rship training;l.comtpul:elr literacy and sports; Please consider donating
and trauma counseling to help youn
people heal from the I'gear andpviolenfe that have your tax refund to MADRE
become part of everyday life. Ibdaa is now working If you're able to give $300 or $600,
to develop a mobile library to help make books Working Assets will match your gift.
accessible to refugee youth throughout the West Give through www.giveforchange.com.
Bank and a women's health program to combat Contributions of other amounts can be sent
violence against women, treat breast cancer and directly to MADRE. THANK YOU!

address family planning needs in the community. =
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Support women’s human rights

with a gift for yourself or a friend

# Jeming lands b hearks with womes § familics for peace, juttice & hiosan rights

MUGS

MADRE design (above) printed wrap-
around in red, yellow, purple and
green on an 11 oz. white ceramic mug

$10 each + shipping & handling:
($3 per mug; $2 for each additional
mug to the same address)

$15 + s&h

MADRE T-SHIRT

Original MADRE design printed on black
or white 100% cotton preshrunk t-shirts
in full color. (please indicate color when
ordering; LIMITED QUANTITIES AVAILABLE)
Adult sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL $20 + s&h
children’s sizes: ch XS (2-4), ch S (6-8)

(shipping & handling: $3.50 per shirt; $3 for
each additional t-shirt to the same address)

New!
MADRE
Tote Bags!
Off-white canvas
bag with MADRE
design (detail at left).
Available in

MEDIUM (15" x 13")
$25 + s&h or
SUPER JUMBO (19" x 18")
$35 + s&h
{shipping & handling:
S5 per tote; $3 for
each additional tote to
the same address)

Perfect for
the beach
or everyday!

Fill out coupon below and return to: MADRE 121 West 27th Street, #301 New York, NY 10001

ease send me MADRE gifts!

ITEM SIZE COLOR | QUANTITY

PRICE EACH

SHIPPING SUBTOTAL 4 | am enclosing $ ___formy
purchase, made payable to MADRE, Inc.
NAME (PLEASE PRINT)
ADDRESS
CITY/STATE/ZIP
TELEPHONE
TOTAL: | $
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Join MADRE'’s Voyages

with a Vision Delegations!

CUBA: Come see for yourself the impact of the US embar-
go on life and culture in Cuba. January 4-12, 2002.

GUATEMALA: Meet women working in magquilas
(sweatshops) and learn about their struggle to end
abusive labor conditions. October 3-9, 2001.

NICARAGUA: On this eco-tour, learn about the
struggle of Indigenous and African descendent
communities to defend their rights and resources in
the autonomous region of the country’s Atlantic
Coast. February 16-23, 2002.

TO SPEAK AT YOUR COMMUNITY CENTER,

COLLEGE OR PLACE OF WORSHIP DURING OUR
FALL 2001/SPRING 2002 SPEAKING TOUR.

elp teach people about MADRE’s work to

defend women’s human rights, about women’s
health and development in the communities where
we work and about the determination of our sisters
to fight for change.

TO ARRANGE FOR A MADRE SPEAKER IN YOUR
COMMUNITY, CALL US AT (212) 627-0444.
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From the Executive Director

Vivian Stromberg

Summer 2001

ear friends,

This Fall, MADRE will participate in
the United Nations' World Conference
Against Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance
(WCAR for short). The goal of the
conference is to combat these forms of
discrimination. But, as usual, the US
government is working to derail pro-
posals that would hold it accountable
to human rights violations.

At a May meeting to discuss pro-
posed language for the draft agreement
of the Conference, I spoke with a mem-
ber of the US

government
delegation to
the WCAR. I
learned that to
avoid having ro
pay reparations
to the descen-
dants of African
slaves, the US
will oppose the
designation of
slavery as a
crime against
humanity.
Similarly, the US
will try and block the use of the term
“Indigenous Peoples” (as opposed to
“indigenous people”) because the phrase
implies legal sovereignty. I asked if the
US delegation would accept language
mandating governments to abide by all
international law and UN resolutions.
The delegate said no. And she told me
that the US would vorte to exclude gays
and lesbians from the list of groups
affected by discrimination.

MADRE is working to address
these and other outrages through our
role in the Women’s Caucus, the Youth
Caucus, the Indigenous Caucus and
the Economic Justice Caucus of the
WCAR. But lobbying the US govern-

ment to make meaningful commit-

MADRE Executive Director, Vivian Stromberg,
greets Wilma Espin, first lady of Cuba.

ments to human rights is not the only
aspect of this conference. There is also
the Non-governmental Forum, which
promises to be a rich assortment of
people from all over the world coming
together to share experiences and
strategics to improve international law.

One of the most impressive aspects
of this process has been the work of
young people who have organized,
demanded and won recognition at the
UN of the particular ways that they are
affected by discrimination. MADRE's
International Advocacy Coordinator,
Ménica Alemdn, has played a key role
in this process. Ménica is a young
Indigenous woman from the Atlantic
Coast of
Nicaragua. She
has devoted her-
self to organiz-
ing young peo-
ple at the com-
munity level and
internationally.
Ménica’s leader-
ship and vision
are part of the
guarantee that
youth will be
represented at
UN discussions
from now on.
We at MADRE are extremely proud to
be represented by Ménica and are
equally proud of her determination to
fight for change.

The long-term importance of the
WCAR is clear: we must improve inter-
national law to reflect the needs and
priorities of ordinary women and their
families. But the immediate needs of
these families are no less critical. That's
why MADRE is staying focused on our
ongoing programs — we have even
expanded our community-based work
in Guatemala and Nicaragua. And this
summer, MADRE launched the
Helping Hands Campaign, collecting
material aid for the families we work
with. Thanks to our dedicated staft and
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amazing interns, Helping Hands is off
to a fantastic start. You can help us
move ahead by posting the flyer on
page 8 in your neighborhood, work-
place or school and by making a contri-
bution to the campaign. Thanks in
advance for your support of Helping

Hands and all of MADRE’s work.

Yours,

U&AM%

MADRE

121 West 27th Street, #301

New York, NY 10001
212/627-0444 Fax: 212/675-3704
e-mail: madre@igc.org
www.MADRE.org
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MADRE's newsletter, MADRE Speaks
is published quarterly

Since 1983, MADRE has worked in part-
nership with community-based women's
organizations in conflict areas worldwide
to address issues of women's health,
economic development and other human
rights. MADRE provides resources and
training for our sister organizations and
works to empower people in the US to
demand changes to unjust policies.
Based on the priorities of the women with
whom we work, MADRE develops pro-
grams that meet immediate needs in
communities threatened by US policy and
supports women's long-term struggles
for social justice and human rights.
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A Global Challenge to Racism

Based on a report by Katie Miranda
MADRE youth delegate to the World Conference Against Racism

n September 2001, the United
Nations’ World Conference Against
Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related
Intolerance (WCAR for short) will
be held in Durban, South Africa.
The WCAR will focus on develop-
ing action-oriented measures to combat
racism around the world. Governments
\-’Vi” |1Cg{)ti3fc d conscnsus L[OCUant
describing historical and contemporary
manifestations of racism; designating
affected groups; and oudining programs
of action to address past, present and
future expressions of racial discrimination.
Non-governmental organizations like
MADRE will also play a crucial role,
working to ensure that the needs of ordi-
nary women and men, and not just the
perspectives of elites, are heard by the
conference. This work is done through
lobbying government representatives to
adopt specific language, demands and
plans of action in their agreements for
the conference. These measures are
arrived at through a process of meetings
that take place around the world at local,
national and regional levels in the
months leading up to the conference.
MADRE has been involved in the
WCAR process since its onset, focusing
our work in the Women's Caucus, the
Youth Caucus and the Indigenous
Caucus. MADRE provided women
from our sister organizations with the
training needed to participate effectively
in the WCAR process of shaping inter-
national human rights standards and
fighting racism in their communities,
their countries and internationally.

Youth and the
World Conference
Against Racism
ne-third of the world’s popula-
tion — over two billion people
— are under 25, yet everywhere
young people are marginalized and
excluded from basic decision-making,

MADRE's International Advocacy Coordinator, Ménica Aleman (center), attends a satellite
meeting of Indigenous leaders for the World Conference Against Racism.

both within the family and in the public
sphere. Young people are denied rights
enjoyed by adults and have unequal access
to education, legal protection and health
care. Youth of color and young women
are discriminated against based on their
age as well as their race and gender. To
ensure that their concerns and demands
are addressed at the world conference,
young people from all parts of the world
(among them five MADRE delegates)
formed the Youth Caucus to the WCAR.
For the first time, young people are
asserting themselves as serious actors on
the international stage. Thanks to the
commitment and leadership of youth
from around the world, young people
have insisted on — and gained — a voice
within the United Nations. One of the
key actors in this process is Mdnica
Alemdn, MADRE's International
Advocacy Coordinator. Ménica has been
part of MADRE since her childhood dur-
ing the US-funded war in Nicaragua.
Now a leader in her own right, Ménica
has brought her political passion, her keen
understanding of the UN and her fierce
commitment to international law to her
work for women’s human rights. She is a
member of the steering committee of the

A
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Indigenous Women’s Forum of the UN
and a member of the International Youth
Committee, providing guidance for the
participation of youth worldwide in the
WCAR process and beyond.

MADRE's WCAR
Youth Delegates
Speak Out

KATIE MIRANDA

\/\/5? are sitting at a Mexican restaurant
in the heart of Geneva's new city,
eating burritos, surrounded by the Swiss
Alps. Arturois singing along to a mariachi
song. Bleen and Gabriela are listening
intently. Monica is revising our agenda
for tomorrow. We have been working at
the UN all day and are tired and frustrated
no one has energy to think more
tonight about the Draft Declaration that
will be implemented to combat racism
during the World Conference. Miyma and
Vivian, our mentors, guides and pseudo-
mothers throughout this process, are
taking softly. Somehow, someone asks
exactly how they met. And the history
of MADRE unfolds.



The struggle for justice, for equality, for
the right to live in a society free of discrimi-
nation runs deep at MADRE. More than
intermational diplomacy, more than the
workings of the United Nations system,
this is what | learned attending the second
preparatory meeting for the World
Conference Against Racism. The women
who founded this organization, who have
fought together through ravage and war,
the women who are MADRE, form the
essence of hope and strength and com-
mitment to equality, dignity and justice that
our delegation brought to the UNin May. |
have been integrated into this family, and
for me, this determination that spans
oceans and continents has been the
mostimpressive part of the process was
so privieged to participate in. From the
horrors of US-funded war in Nicaragua
has grown aresistance in the will and
commitment of the women who have
dedicated themseives to MADRE. What
we have contributed and wil continue to
contribute to the process of the World
Conference Against Racism runs deeper
than our participation in such events; itis a
history that has planted the seeds and

grown the roots of a promise to combat
injustice and inequality from the ground
up, in all spheres of our ives — in the inter-
national arena, polttically, and within our
communities, personally. This is the com-
mitrment of the MADRE family.

EILEEN MAIRENA

ks to MADRE, we succeeded in

incorporating issues we are strug-
gling with in each of our communities
into the process leading up to the World
Conference. We raised demands for
access to reproductive and sexual
health services, rights of Indigenous
youth and access to quality education.
MADRE works for human rights simulta-
neously at the local, national and interma-
tional levels. This approach enabled us to
bring our communities' issues to the
global forum of the conference and, in
tum, to apply our achievements in the
international arena to local policies,
improving our society at al levels.

ARTURO SANCHEZ

ne of our key issues as youth is to
win recognition of our vulnerability

COVER STORY IN SPANISH/ LA PORTADA EN ESPANOL

to multiple forms of discrimination
based on our different identities.

For example, a female migrant who is
black and lesbian suffers a particular
form of discrimination. If such a person
is young, she is also discriminated
against based on her age. In fact,
youth is a political category, so we
young people need to organize for
our rights.

GABRIELA ROUILLON

e activities we are planning for the

World Conference are training
workshops about the workings of the
United Nations, a big meeting for youth
from different countries to exchange
experiences and organizing strategies,
political debates on the issues we are
fighting for and working groups to
consclidate our International Youth
Declaration and Plan of Action. And
the MADRE youth delegation is plan-
ning a joint publication with the United
Nations' Department of Public
Information to document models of
youth organizing worldwide at the
local, national and regional levels. ®

- -
Un Desafio Global al Racismo
Basado en un reporte de Katie Miranda, joven delegada de MADRE a la WCAR
Traduccién de Isabella Falco y Olga Puigdemont Sola

n septiembre del
2001, la Conferencia
Mundial Contra el
Racismo, la
Discriminacién
Racial, la Xenofobia y
Formas Conexas de
Intolerancia (WCAR, por sus siglas en
inglés) tendrd lugar en Durban,
Sudifrica. La Conferencia Mundial
tiene por objetivo desarrollar acciones
précticas, medidas y estrategias para
combatir y erradicar el racismo alrede-
dor del mundo. Los Estados Miembros
de las Naciones Unidas estdn negocian-

do un proyecto de Declaracién Mundial
donde se describen las manifestaciones,
tanto histéricas como contempordneas,
del racismo; designando quiénes son los
grupos mis afectados; y elaborando pro-
gramas de accién para monitorear todas
las expresiones de discriminacién racial
del pasado, del presente y del futuro.
Las Organizaciones No Gubernam—
entales (ONG) tales como MADRE
estdn jugando un papel crucial en la
plataforma mundial, poniendo de relieve
la necesidad de traer a la mesa de dis-
cusién los asuntos que conciernen a las
mujeres y a los hombres de los sectores
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populares y no sélo los temas y las per-
spectivas de las elites o clases poderosas.
Cumplen este rol a través de negocia-
ciones con los representantes de los
Estados Miembros, instdndolos a adop-
tar e incorporar a los acuerdos de la
Conferencia textos especificos, demandas
y planes de acci6n. Pero llegan a estos
acuerdos después de una serie de
reuniones que se llevan a cabo en todo el
mundo al nivel local, nacional y regional
en los meses previos a la Conferencia.
MADRE ha estado involucrada en el
proceso de la Conferencia Mundial

Contra el Racismo desde sus inicios, y



ha concentrando sus acciones alrededor
de la Comisién de Mujeres, la Comisién
de J6venes y la Comisién de Grupos
Indigenas. Felizmente, MADRE pudo
proporcionarles a las mujeres de nuestras
organizaciones hermanas el entrenamien-
to y la formaci6n indispensables para
garantizar su participacién efectiva en el
proceso para determinar los estindares
internacionales de los derechos humanos
en la Conferencia Mundial, y para com-
batir el racismo en sus comunidades, sus
paises e internacionalmente.

Los Jovenes y
la Conferencia
Mundial Contra
el Racismo

n tercio de la poblacién mundial

—mis de dos billones de per-

sonas—son menores de 25 afios.
Sin embargo, a los jévenes se los margina
y excluye de todos los procesos de toma
de decisiones, tanto al interior de la
familia como en el dmbito puiblico. A los
jévenes se les niegan los derechos de los
que disfrutan los adultos y ellos tienen
desigual acceso a la educacién, la protec-
cién legal y los servicios de salud. A los
jovenes de color y a las mujeres jévenes
se les discrimina por su edad tanto como
por su raza y su género. Para asegurarse
de que sus demandas fueran escuchadas
en la Conferencia Mundial, personas
jévenes de todo el mundo (entre ellos,
cinco delegados de MADRE) se
reunieron para formar la Comisién de
Jévenes para la Conferencia Mundial
Contra el Racismo.

Por primera vez, hay personas jévenes
que estdn afirmando su presencia como
actores que exigen ser tomados en serio
en el escenario mundial. Gracias al com-
promiso y el liderazgo de algunos
jévenes alrededor del mundo, los
jévenes han insistido en tener — y con-
seguido que se les reconozca — una voz
dentro del sistema de Naciones Unidas.
Una de las actrices clave en este proceso
es Ménica Aleman, la Coordinadora

Delegados juveniles de MADRE en las

Maciones Unidas en Ginebra planeando
estrategias de participacion de los jovenes
en la Conferencia Mundial Contra el Racismo.

Internacional de Promocién de
MADRE. Ménica ha formado parte de
MADRE desde su nifiez, durante la
guerra que los Estados Unidos financié
en Nicaragua. Ahora ella es una lider en
su propio derecho y estd aportando su
pasion politica, su agudo entendimiento
del rol de las Naciones Unidas, y su
feroz compromiso con el Derecho
Internacional a su trabajo por los dere-
chos humanos de las mujeres. Ménica
integra el Comité Coordinador del Foro
de Mujeres Indigenas de la ONU y
también el Comité Internacional de
Jévenes que se encarga de dirigir y ori-
entar la participacién de los jévenes de
todo el mundo en el proceso de la
Conferencia Mundial y mids alld de ella.

Los Jovenes
Delegados de MADRE
en la WCAR Hablan

KATIE MIRANDA

stamos sentadas en un restaurante

xicano en el corazon de la ciudad

nueva en Ginebra, comiendo burritos,
rodeadas por los Alpes Suizos. Arturo
canta acompanando a unos Manachis.
Elleen y Gabriela escuchan atentamente.
Manica revisa nuestra agenda para el dia
siguiente. Hemos estado todo el dia tra-
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Arturo Sanchez

bajando en la Naciones Unidas y estamos
agotadas, nos sentimos frustradas — ya
nadie tiene energias para pensar esta
noche en el borrador de la Declaracion
gue se vaaimplementar durante la
Conferencia Mundia para combatir el
racismo, Myma y Vivian, nuestras tutoras,
guias y madres adoptivas alo largo de
todo este proceso, conversan en voz
baja. De pronto alguien les pregunta
exactamente como se conocieron. Y asi
nes revelan la historia de MADRE.

La lucha por la justicia, por la igualdad,
por el derecho a vivir en una sociedad
libre de discriminacion tiene raices pro-
fundas en MADRE. Mas que diplomacia
intermacional, mas que los entretejidos
del sistema de las Naciones Unidas, esto
eslo que he aprendido asistiendo ala
Segunda Conferencia Preparatoria pre-
via a la Conferencia Mundial Contra el
Racismo. Las mujeres que fundaron esta
organizacion, gue han combatido juntas
enguemas y vejaciones, las muieres que
son MADRE son la esencia misma de
aquela esperanza, aquella fuerza y aquel
compromiso con la igualdad, la dignidad
yla justicia que nuestra delegacion trajo a
las Naciones Unidas en mayo. Yo me he
iNntegrado a esta familia, y para mi, esta
determinacion que surca océanos y
continentes ha sido la parte mas impre-
sicnante del proceso en el que he tenido
el privilegio de participar. De los horrores
de la guerra financiada por los Estados
Unidos en Nicaragua ha crecido una
resistencia que se manifiesta en la volun-
tad y el compromiso de las mujeres que
le han dedicado sus vidas a MADRE. Lo
que hemos contribuido y seguiremos
aportando al proceso de la Conferencia
Mundial Contra el Racismo va mucho
mas alla de nuestra participacion en este
tipo de eventos; es una historia y un
pasado que han sembrado las semilas y
extendido las raices de una promesa. La
promesa de luchar contrala injusticia y la
desigualdad desde sus inicios en todas
las esferas de nuestras vidas — poltica-
mente, en el ambito intermacional; y enlo
personal, al interior de nuestras comu-
nidades. Este es el compromiso de la
familia MADRE.



Los delegados juveniles de MADRE en las Naciones Unidas en Ginebra trabajando para
lograr que la Conferencia Mundial Contra el Racismo se ocupe de garantizarles a los
jovenes servicios adecuados de salud reproductiva

EILEEN MAIRENA
Gracias aMADRE, logramos incor-
porar al proceso que culminara con
la Conferencia Mundial los temas por los
que hemos estado luchando en cada
una de nuestras comunidades.
Planteamos como exigencias: tener
acceso a senvicios de salud reproducti-
vay sexudl, gue se reconozcan los
derechos de los jovenes Indigenas, y
tener acceso a una educacion de cali-
dad. Como MADRE trabaja por los dere-
chos humanos al nivel local, nacional e

COVER STORY IN FRENCH/ EN COUVERTURE — EN FRANCAIS

internacional simultaneamente, pudimos
exponer los temas de nuestras comu-
nidades en el foro global de la conferen-
Ciay, ala vez, aplicar nuestros logros en
el ambito intermacional a politicas locales,
con el fin de hacer de la nuestrauna
mejor sociedad en todos los niveles.

ARTURO SANCHEZ
U no de nuestros principales obje-
tivos, como jovenes, es obtener el
reconocimiento de nuestra vulnerabili-
dad ante las multiples formas de dis-

criminacion que se basan en nuestras
diversas identidades. Por ejemplo, una
mujer migrante que es negra y lesbiana
es victima de una muy particular forma
de discriminacion. Y si esa mujer es
joven, sufre ademas otra forma de dis-
criminacion por su edad. De hecho, la
juventud es una categoria politica, de
modo que nosotros, los jovenes, ten-
emos que organizarnos para luchar por
nuestros derechos.

GABRIELA ROUILLON
as actividades que estamos plane-
l_ando para la Conferencia Mundial
son: talleres de trabajo sobre la organ-
izacion de las Naciones Unidas, una gran
reunion de jovenes de distintos paises
para intercambiar experiencias y organi-
zar estrategias, debates polticos sobre
los termas por los gue estamos luchando,
y grupos de trabajo para consolidar la
Declaracion Intemacional y Plan de
Accion de los Jovenes. Ademas, la dele-
gacion juvenil de MADRE esta planean-
do una publicacion en conjunto con el
Departamento de Informacion Publica
de las Naciones Unidas para documentar
los modelos organizacionales que han
usado los jovenes para organizarse al
nivel mundial, partiendo primero de los
niveles locales, nacionales y regionales. &

Un Deéfi Global pour le Racisme

Basé sur un rapport de Katie Miranda, jeune déléguée de MADRE pour la CMCR

Traduit de I'anglais par Alexandra Solorzano

n septembre 2001,
la Conférence
Mondiale des
Nations Unies
Contre le Racisme,
la Discrimination
Raciale, la
Xénophobie et I'Intolérance (CMCR
en abrégé) sera tenue & Durban en
Afrique du Sud. Le CMCR se concen-

trera sur le développement de mesures

actives et ciblées pour lutter contre le
racisme dans le monde entier. Les gou-
vernements négocieront un document
de consensus qui décrira les manifesta-
tions historiques et contemporaines du
racisme; en désignant les groupes affec-
tés; et en décrivant des programmes
d’action dans le but d’adresser les
expressions passées, présentes et futures
de la discrimination raciale.

Des organisations non gouvernemen-
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tales comme MADRE joueront aussi un
role crucial, travaillant pour s'assurer que
les besoins des femmes et des hommes
ordinaires, et non seulement les perspec-
tives d'élites, seront entendus par la con-
férence. Ce travail est fait & travers le
lobbying exercé sur les représentants des
gou\"crncn]cn s POU[' ql]‘i]s ;ldoptcn[; avec
leur consentement, un langage spécifique,
des demandes et des plans d’action pour
la conférence. Ces mesures sont atteintes



par un processus de réunions qui ont lieu
dans le monde entier aux niveaux locaux,
nationaux et régionaux dans les mois qui
ménent jusqua la conférence. MADRE
a été impliquée dans le processus de la
CMCR depuis sa mise en place, en
concentrant notre travail dans le Caucus
des Femmes, le Caucus des Jeunes et le
Caucus Indigene. MADRE a fourni aux
femmes de nos organisations-soeur la
formation nécessaire pour participer effi-
cacement au processus de la CMCR,
dans le but de définir les normes interna-
tionales des droits humains et de lucter
contre le racisme dans leurs commu-
nautés, leurs pays et de maniére
internationale.

La Jeunesse et
la Conference
Mondiale Contre
le Racisme

n tiers de la population mondiale

— plus de deux milliards de per-

sonnes — ont moins de 25 ans,
et pourtant les jeunes gens sont margin-
alisés partout et exclus du processus déci-
sionnel de base, 1 la fois A l'intérieur de
la famille et dans la sphere publique. Les
jeunes gens se voient refusés les droits
accordés aux adultes et ont un acces iné-
galitaire dans le domaine de I'éducation,
la protection légale et les services médi-
caux. Les jeunes de couleur et les jeunes
femmes sont I'objet de discrimination
basée sur leur age, aussi bien que sur leur
race et leur genre. Pour s'assurer que
leurs préoccupations et demandes seront
adressées a la conférence mondiale, les
jeunes gens de toutes les parties du
monde (parmi eux cinq délégués de
MADRE) ont formé le Caucus des
Jeunes au CMCR.

Pour la premicre fois, les jeunes gens
se font valoir comme des acteurs sérieux
sur la scéne internationale. Grice 4 'en-
gagement et a la direction de la jeunesse
dans le monde entier, les jeunes gens ont
insisté — et ont gagné — une voix a
l'intérieur des Nations Unies. Un des
acteurs-clefs dans ce processus est

Mbénica Alemdn, la Coordinatrice
Internationale des Relations Extérieures
de MADRE. Ménica fait partie de
MADRE depuis son enfance pendant la
guerre financée par les Etats-Unis au
Nicaragua. Maintenant, elle est un
leader dans son propre droit, Ménica a
apporté sa passion politique, sa com-
préhension aigué de 'ONU et son
engagement féroce au droit internation-
al, a son travail pour les droits universels
des femmes. Elle est un membre du
comité de direction du Forum Indigene
des Femmes des Nations Unies et un
membre du Comité International des
Jeunes, fournissant des conseils pour la
participation des jeunes dans le monde
entier dans le processus de la CMCR et

méme au-deld de ce domaine.

Les Jeunes Délegues
de MADRE a la
CMCR S'Expriment

KATIE MIRANDA

OuUs somimes assis a un restaurant

mexicain dans le coeur de la nou-
velle vile de Genéve, mangeant des bur-
ritos, entourés par les Alpes suisses,
Arturo chante en accompagnant une
chanson mariachi. Eleen et Gabrigla 'é-
coutent attentiverment. Monica révise
notre ordre du jour pour ke lendemain,
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Jeunes délégués de MADRE a I'ONU a
Geneve, organisant une stratégie pour les
jeunes pour la Conférence Mondiale Contre
le Racisme.
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Nous avons travailé a 'ONU toute la
jourmée et nous sommes fatigués et frus-
trés — personne n'a plus I'énergie pour
penser ce soir surle Projetde la
Declaration qui sera mise en ceuvre pour
lutter contre le racisme pendant la
Conference Mondiale. Myma et Vivian,
nos mentors, guides et pseudo-meéres
au cours de ce processus, parient
doucement. D'une certaine maniére,
quelqu'un demande exactement com-
ment elles se sont rencontrées. Et 'his-
toire de MADRE se déroule,

La lutte pour la justice, pour l'égalité,
pour le droit de vivre dans une société
libre de toute discrimination rentre au
coeur de MADRE, Plus gue la diplomatie
internationale, plus que les travaux du
Systerme des Nations Unies; c'est ce que
j'ai appris lors de ma présence a la deux-
ieme reunion préparatoire pour la
Conférence Mondiale contre le Racisme.
Les fermmes qui ont fondé cette organi-
sation, gui se sont battues ensemble a
travers le ravage et la guerre, les fernmes
qui sont MADRE, forment lessence d'e-
spoir et la force et lengagement a l'égal-
ite, la dignité et la justice que notre délé-
gation a apportée & 'ONU au mois de
Mal. J'ai été intégrée dans cette famile et,
pour mai, cette detenmination qui tra-
verse des occéans et des continents a été
la partie la plus impressionnante du
processus auquel jai ete si priviégiee de
participer. Des horreurs de la guerre
financee par les Etats-Unis au Nicaragua
est née une résistance dans la volonté et
l'engagement de ces femmes quise
sont consacrées a MADRE. Ce dans
quoi NoUs avons contribué et contin-
uerons a contribuer dans le processus
de la Conférence Mondiale Contre le
Racisme est quelque chose de plus pro-
fond que notre simple participation dans
de tels événements; c'est une histoire et
unN passe qui aseme les graines et a cul-
tivé les racines d'une promesse pour lut-
ter contre linjustice et lnégalité a la
source, et ceci dans toutes les sphéres
de Nos vies - sur la scene intemationale,
poliiguement et de maniere personnelie
alintérieur de nos communautés. C'est
lengagement de la famille de MADRE.



GABRIELA ROUILLON

es activités que nous projetons

pour la Conférence Mondiale sont
des ateliers de formation des Nations
Unies, une grande réunion pour les
jeunes provenant de pays différents
dans le but d'échanger des expéri-
ences et des stratégies d'organisation,
des débats politiques sur les questions
pour lesguelles nous nous battons et
nous travaillons pour, et des groupes
pour consolider notre Déclaration
Internationale des Jeunes et notre Plan
d'Action, Et la délégation des jeunes de
MADRE projette une publication com-
mune avec le Déepartement des
Nations Unies d'Information Publique
pour fournir des documents-modele
pour les jeunes qui s'organisent aux

niveaux locaux, nationaux et régionaux
dans le monde entier,

EILEEN MAIRENA
G race a MADRE, nous avons réussi
aincorporer les questions sur
lesquelles nous luttions dans chacune
de nos communautés dans le proces-
sus menant jusqu'a la Conférence
Mondiale. Nous avons fait des deman-
des pour 'accés aux services de santé
reproductive et sexuelle, les droits des
jeunes Indigenes et l'accés a une édu-
cation de qualité. MADRE travaille pour
les droits humains simultanément aux
niveaux locaux, nationaux et interna-
tionaux. Cette approche nous a permis
d'apporter les questions de nos com-
munautes au forum mondial de la con-

ference et, en temps adéquat, appli-
quer nos exploits sur la scene interna-
tionale a linterieur de la politique locale,
ameliorant ainsi notre société a tous
les niveaux.

ARTURO SANCHEZ
Un de nos problemes-clés en tant
que jeune est de reconnaitre notre
vulnerabilite et ses multiples formes de
discrimination qui s'appliquent sur nos
identites differentes. Par exemple, une
emigrée qui est noire et lesbienne subit
une forme particuliére de discrimination.
Sitele personne est jeune, elle est auss
discriminee a cause de son age. En fait,
la jeune personne est une catégorie
poltique, alors nous, les jeunes gens,
devons nous organiser pour Nos droits, m

concernen as

OUT BUSH’S

IMPACT ON WOomen & FamiLies

arouno THe

YOU can make a DiFFerence...Person 10
PESON, Woman 10 woman, CHILD TO CHILD.

MADRE has launched the

HELPING HAnDS CampalGh

to collect material necessities for women and children
in Guatemala, Mexico, Cuba, Haiti and Nicaragua.

PHOTO: JONATHAN SNOW

WayYs TO HEeLP:

* Send us your toys and Spanish- @
language children's books from home

* Leave a collection box for eyeglasses at
your optometrist’s office

* Pick up an extra bottle of vitamins, aspirin
or cough medicine at the pharmacy

* Organize a community movie night,
barbecue or other activity where admis-
sion is a contribution to the campaign

* Offer a tax-deductible donation to help
us ship the materials

WOrLD?

e e T o o T e e

: YEs! | Wanr 10 SUPPORT MADRE'S HELPING HANDS camPalGn

ENCLOSED IS MY DONATION OF S , UTEM) l

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIiP

TELEPHONE

EMAIL

I MADRE 121 West 27th Strest, #301 New York, NY 10001 » (212) 627-0444 » madre@igc.org » www.MADRE org
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Until now, Indigenous women on
Nicaragua’s Adantic Coast have bare-
ly had access to health services.
When treatment has been available,
it has often been a site of disrespect,
hostility and even violence. In
response to this need, MADRE has
helped local healthcare providers and
activists open CADAMUC Clinic,
providing Indigenous women with
the high quality, respectful health
care that everyone deserves.
CADAMUC is the region’s only
specialized women's clinic, delivering
critical health services, such as obstet-
rics and gynecology. CADAMUCs
programs enable women and girls to
educate themselves about reproduc-
tive health and the prevention of sexually transmitted
disease. The clinic also provides counseling on domes-
tic violence and child abuse. In April, MADRE deliv-
ered a shipment of medicines and medical supplies to

CADAMUC, valued at over $500,000.
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Over a decade ago, MADRE supported a coura-
geous group of women in the village of Xemal,
who were determined to overcome some of the
destruction and economic ruin of Guatemala’s 36-
year civil war by forming weaving and corn mill
cooperatives in their community. In February
2001, MADRE began working with the children of
these women, who have been inspired by their
mothers to repair and improve the original cooper-
ative projects. MADRE has provided the group,
T’al Ndn K’oi (“We Are Our Mothers' Children”
in the Indigenous Mam language), with a comput-
er and funds to install a phone line in their com-
munity. With this technology, the youth will be
able to communicate on-line with other young
people internationally and build a network for
youth activism in Guatemala and beyond. T"al
Nin K'oi has begun a training program to increase
production at the cooperatives. And in June, the
group conducted workshops about the impact of
racism and discrimination on their community.

MADRE

Members of BENIMPUHWE share a traditional Rwandan dance at a MADRE
hurnan rights workshop.

MADRE

MADRE s sister organization, BENIMPUHWE
(“From the Heart” in Kinyarwanda) is an association
of Rwandan women working to overcome extreme
poverty, homelessness, hunger and the bereavement
and trauma that are the legacy of Rwanda’s 1994 geno-
cide. MADRE has helped BENIMPUHWE to build
a new village for women and families displaced during
the genocide. When we visited the village in April, we
were pleased to see that nearly 180 houses have now
been completed. Families are helping to support them-
selves with the chickens and goats purchased with the
help of MADRE members. And thanks to the potable
water system being built with MADRE support, the
community will soon have clean drinking water.
During our visit, MADRE staff ran a two-day work-
shop for BENIMPUHWE members. Through inter-
active exercises using dance, song and theatre, the par-
ticipants developed strategies to fight for women’s
rights in their community and in their country.

FALESTIN

\E: Demanding
an =End '

Since September 2000, Palestinians have been wag-
ing a renewed struggle for self-determination and
an end to 34 years of Israeli occupation. Over 500
Palestinians and 100 Israelis have been killed so far
in military confrontations and attacks on civilians.
Israeli troops have destroyed dozens of Palestinian
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