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make the most of your MADRE support

More and more MADRE members are taking
advantage of “EMPLOYER MATCHING GIFTS” to
double their support of MADRE programs by ask-
ing their employer to match their contributions.
Ask about this program at work and help your
company support women’s human rights.

Please consider including MADRE in your will.
Consult with your attorney when planning your
estate. MADRE, Inc. is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) orga-
nization. We would be happy to supply your legal
counsel with our Federal non-profit statement.
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From the Executive Director

ear friends,

President Clinton’s sexual misconduct has been the
main topic of discussion in the media for months.
Most disconcerting has been the manipulation of the
media in forming two mutually exclusive camps
between which ‘feminists’ must choose. Either we
think the President acted improperly but we never-
theless support him and the policies of this adminis-
tration, or we believe his behavior towards these
women to be inexcus-

Vivian Stromberg

Spring 1998

homelessness as we claim those as women’s issues. We
are 20,000 strong and we demand action. We are
determined to create change.

Bella Abzug died on the last day of March 1998.
She broke the ground we walk on and taughr us
many lessons. She taught us never to take no for an
answer; to identify our targets and keep fighting till
we hit them; to do our homework and be prepared;

to make sure we are

ably evil. We at
MADRE, like so many
feminists around the
world, judge President
Clinton not only on the
basis of his sexual behav-
ior with individual
women, but also on his
role in the mass suffer-
ing of women and their
families in places like
Rwanda, Iraq, Cuba,
Haiti and Mexico.
Foreign policy is also a
feminist issue.

Today, the women
with whom MADRE
works confront the cen-
tral issues facing femi-
nists around the world: freedom from violence and
political repression, economic rights, clean water,
healthy, educated and secure children, justice and
self-respect and sexual abuse and exploitation. These
are the urgent issues for millions of women and they
are the foundation of our feminism.

For 15 years MADRE has defied traditional defini-
tions of women's issues. This year, the 50th anniver-
sary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
we will focus on various meanings of home and

heard and seen. Bella
once said, “...Our
struggle is against vio-
lence, intolerance,
inequality, injustice.
Our struggle is about
creating sustainable lives
and attainable

dreams. ..about creating
violence-free
families...violence-free
streets, violence-free
borders. Our call is to
stop nuclear
pollution... to build real
democracies not hypoc-
racies...to nurture and
strengthen all

families. ..o build com-
munities. Our call is to scale the great wall around
women everywhere.” MADRE is driven by that call
and will continue to work with our sisters around the
globe until we have torn down that wall and built the
world of our dreams.

Laura Flanders

Sincerely,

[ ]

m
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Claiming a Place in the World:
Home as a Woman’s Human Right

by Yifat Susskind

o create a more just and equi-

table world, we need to first

understand the conditions that
we seek to transform. But often when
we try to make sense of what we see,
we are faced with a bewildering blur
of upheaval, flight, displacement. We
live in a time when national borders
are shifting rapidly, swallowing whole
countries and producing new states.
More than 23 million people in the
world today are refugees; 80% of
them women and children. Another
24 million (also mostly women and
children) are “internally displaced™—
homeless and usually hungry, but
inside their national borders. These
figures exclude the millions of often
undocumented women and men who
are forced to leave their countries each
year to work as domestic servants,
child care providers, prostitutes and
agricultural workers in the “global
market.” Neither do they include
those who, compelled by landlessness
and hunger, migrate from their homes
in the countryside in search of subsis-
tence work in overcrowded cities.

These are the women and families

who have been relegated to the slums,
transit centers, and refugee camps of
the “new world order.” For many,
their dislocation is not the result of a
single event, but of a process that
began with the onset of colonialism
and the incremental encroachment
and destruction of their homes and
way of life. Today, as exile, migration,
homelessness and displacement
become central experiences for more
and more people, we need to under-
stand the political and economic
forces that converge to produce these
experiences. And we need to try to
understand the experiences them-
selves. What does it mean to be with-
out physical shelter, or banished from
your community or country? How do

women ensure survival for themselves
and their children in these dangerous
territories of not-belonging? And
what do these different kinds of
homelessness teach us about our own
“placement” in the world?

To lose one’s home through war,
forced migration, eviction, or mili-
tary occupation is to lose more than
just the physical shelter that enables
biological survival. For while our
homes might provide warmth, light
and a degree of physical safety, the
meaning of home reaches far beyond
the material. Home is memories and
history. Home is a sense of self.
Home is having a place in the world.
As women, we know better than to
romanticize the ideal of home as an
unwavering refuge: nearly one-fourth
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Displaced families in El Salvador, 1989. To insist on flowers
in a refugee camp is to insist on dignity and hope.

of women world-wide
are physically battered
by the men in their
homes, and in the US
50% of homeless
women and children
are fleeing domestic
violence. And yet
home as both material
reality and a place of
belonging remains a
basic necessity; a
woman’s human right
to fight for and defend.
The loss of home dis-
locates people from the
continuity of commu-
nity life, pitching them
into a zone of isolated,
privatized experience.
People who have been
driven off their land to
the slums around Port-
au-Prince or Guatemala
City are crowded
together by the tens of
thousands. But they
often describe life in
the shanty-towns as lonely and isolat-
ed. In fact, the many social mecha-
nisms and cultural expressions that
once enabled people to pool
resources, to care for each other and
to develop shared understanding,
wither outside of the traditional envi-
ronment in which they were devel-
oped. As these mechanisms deterio-
rate, so do people’s sense of account-
ability and connection to each other.
This distortion of culture and com-
munity is often the goal of mass dis-
placement. The December 1997 mas-
sacre that drove more than 10,000 peo-
ple from their homes in Acteal,
Chiapas was intended, in part, to tear
people from the vibrant forms of social
organization that support their political
resistance. This objective has already

Lynne Barbee



been achieved in many other commu-
nities, where displacement has engen-
dered a loss of identity and culture,
leaving people atomized, disoriented
and less able to resist exploitation.

Regular eruptions of brutality,
including family battering, drug
abuse, rape, suicide and violent eco-
nomic crime, are expressions of frus-
tration and alienation in places where
the social fabric is shredded by dis-
placement. This violence is often
depicted as evidence of the “savagery”
of extremely poor and marginalized
people. But the brutality that emerges
from broken communities is a prod-
uct of the same forces that uproot
people from their homes: “low inten-
sity” wars in which peasants are driven
off their land; World Bank “austerity”
programs that turn small farmers into
city slum dwellers and maguila work-
ers; and campaigns of “ethnic cleans-
ing” in which whole populations are
made refugees. In the US, some politi-
cians and media have popularized the
term “black on black crime,” with no
real discussion of the ways that
African American communities
endure the concrete repercussions of
one of history’s most brutal and far-
reaching forms of displacement—slav-
ery. But whether the terrain is a hous-
ing project in Los Angeles or a refugee
camp in the Former Yugoslavia, vio-
lence and exploitation within dispos-
sessed communities is usually directed
at the most marginalized and vulnera-
ble—most often women and children.

When women who are refugees,
homeless, migrants or displaced gath-
er together to organize, they defy the
isolation and social breakdown that is
homelessness. In MADRE-supported
programs at the Clinic of Hope in
Kigali, the Casa de la Mujer in
Guatemala City, KLINIK FANM in
Port-au-Prince and others, women
who have been uprooted and dispos-
sessed are creating possibilities to
come together, to share experiences
and to support one another. Through
their work, they reconstitute “home”
for themselves and their communities
and build a basis for overcoming
their dispossession.

Palestine

EXILES FROM HISTORY
AND HOMELAND

he Israeli-Palestinian conflict is

sometimes projected as an

ancient rivalry or a religious
war, as though it were inevitable or
natural. But like the violence in
Rwanda and northern Ireland, this
conflict is fundamentally political—a
struggle over land and residency rights.
In other words, a fight for home. This
history is usually narrated either as a
story abour the Jewish need for refuge
in the wake of the Nazi genocide or as
a tale of Israeli aggression and
Palestinian displacement. This
either/or framework has dominated
our understanding of the conflict,
implying that to acknowledge one
story, we must discount the other. But
if the project of progressive politics is
to challenge all ideologies and condi-
tions of oppression, then we must cre-
ate a conversation complex enough to
historicize and account for the particu-
lar persecution and displacement of
Palestinian Arabs and European Jews;

Palestine. Since 1948, successive Israeli
governments have invoked this claim
to displace the indigenous Palestinian
population from their land and deny
them equal rights as citizens. In the
United States and Europe, histories of
racism and colonialism made it easy to
ignore the displacement of the
Palestinians. A combination of
Western sympathy and guilt towards
the survivors of the Nazis further
eclipsed the Palestinian experience,
which often remains unrepresented
and misunderstood.

This year, as Israelis celebrate the
50th anniversary of the founding of the
state of Israel, Palestinians around the
world mourn 50 years of dispossession
and exile. For them, the policies that
the new state pursued meant the loss of
home on a profound scale. In the war
of 1948, Israeli forces demolished over
400 Palestinian villages and exiled half
of the entire population (more than
700,000 people). This condition of
homelessness on a national scale, which
Palestinians call @/~Nagbah or the
Catastrophe, largely defines what it
means to be Palestinian in the second
half of the twentieth century.

to tell each story on its
own terms and learn to
articulate a relationship
between them.

Before the founding
of Isracl in 1948, a
small Jewish minority
lived in what was then
called Palestine. Free
from the anti-Semitism
of Europe, Jews in
Palestine co-existed
with their Arab neigh-
bors. But at the turn of
the century, the Zionist
movement, which
combined historic
Jewish religious and
cultural attachment to
the biblical Land of
Israel with modern
European notions of
ethnic nationalism,
began to assert an
exclusive Jewish claim
to the territory of

Tent No. 50 (Song of a Refugee)

Tent No. 50, on the left, is my new waorld.
Shared with me by memories:

Memories as verdant as the eyes of Spring,
Memories like the eyes of a woman weeping,
And memories the color of milk and love!

Tent No. 50, on the left, that is my present,
But it is too cramped to contain a future!
And—"Forget!” they say, but how can I?

Teach the night to forget to bring

Dreams showing me my village

And teach the wind to forget to carry to me
The aroma of apricots in my fields!

And teach the sky, too, to forget the rain.

Only then, | may forget my country.

By Rashed Hussein
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Today the refugees of 1948 number
three and a half million people,
including the children and grandchil-
dren of those who lived through the
war, They are dispersed throughout
the world, nearly half of them in
refugee camps in the West Bank,
Gaza, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria. Life
in these camps is circumscribed by
squalid, overcrowded conditions and
severe poverty. With no government
or state of their own, the refugees in
Arab countries have been vulnerable
to political persecution ranging from
the denial of civil rights to wholesale
massacres. In the West Bank and
Gaza, all Palestinians, including the
refugees, have endured severe repres-
sion by Israeli forces over the last 31
years of military occupation.

The “people of nowhere,” as some
refugees have called themselves, have
forged a new national consciousness
from the condition of exile. Central to
this identity is the act of remembering
and maintaining attachment to their
Palestinian homeland. Refugee fami-
lies cherish the rusting keys to their
old houses and frame the tattered
deeds to their land. Streets, schools,
neighborhoods and even children in

In the past year, B00 Palestinian homes have been slated for demolition to make way for
Israeli settlements and roads in the West Bank.

the camps are named after lost ances-
tral cities. Young people in Jordan or
Lebanon who have never set foot
inside the heavily militarized borders
of Israel declare without irony that
they are from Maliha or Dir Yassin—
Palestinian villages that have long
since been bulldozed and replaced by
Israeli housing developments.

The motif of “return” to Palestine
has dominated Palestinians’ cultural
vocabulary since the 1950s. The
phrase @ navod” or “we shall return,”
evokes the same emotional and politi-
cal resonance for the refugees as the
phrase “we shall overcome” holds for
African Americans. For decades the
refugees’ “right of return” has been at
the top of the Palestinian national
agenda. This right has been echoed by
numerous United Nations resolutions
since 1948 when the General
Assembly first declared that, “The
refugees wishing to return to their
homes and live in peace with their
neighbors should be permitted to do
so at the earliest practical date.” But
fifty years later, there is little hope of
this promise being fulfilled or even
acknowledged. In fact, not one Israeli
leader has ever formally recognized
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UNAWA photo by George Nehmeh

his or her country’s role in the
“Catastrophe” of the Palestinians.

In 1993 Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin and Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat signed the first Oslo
Agreement, a US-brokered deal out-
lining their intent to resolve the issue
of Israel’s occupation of the West
Bank and Gaza. That agreement fails
to address many of the worst aspects
of Palestinian dispossession, includ-
ing the fate of the refugees. Many in
the Middle East therefore see the
Oslo Agreement not as a peace
accord, but as a formula for establish-
ing the “new American order:” the
reconfiguration of national borders,
alliances and economic relations bet-
ter known in the West as the “new
world order.” They point out that the
Oslo process is a blueprint for creat-
ing a NAFTA-like economic bloc in
the Middle East, with Israel at the
center and the US calling the shots.

For some in the refugee camps, the
failure of the Oslo process to deliver
either peace or justice has reinforced a
nostalgic, ultimately unproductive
nationalism. But many Palestinians
continue to pursue progressive and
realistic solutions to the refugees’
plight as a key to creating real and last-
ing peace between Israelis and
Palestinians. Supporting their demands
for dignity and justice requires rethink-
ing US policies that relegate
Palestinians to the role of perpetual
'frCSpaSSCl'S in thcir own Couﬂfry.

DEMOLISHING PEACE,
ONE HOUSE AT A TIME

n 1967, Israel occupied the remain-

der of the Palestinian homeland in

the West Bank and Gaza, displacing
tens of thousands more people, many
of them for the second time since
1948. Like all people confronted with
military occupation, Palestinians
responded with resistance. And Israel,
like occupying powers everywhere,
found that it could only maintain its
rule by crushing this resistance with
force. Over the years, much of this vio-
lence has been embodied in policies
designed to erode Palestinians’ connec-
tion to their homes and land in order
to facilitate Israeli territorial control.



Deportation, land expropriation,
uprooting of orchards and trees, and
severe restrictions on building, agricul-
ture and water use are some of the poli-
cies that have caused acute hardship to
Palestinians in the occupied territories.
For women and their families, one of
the harshest abuses is the practice of
demolishing Palestinian homes.

Since the Oslo Agreement was
signed, the Israeli army has destroyed
a total of 560 houses. Most are in
Jerusalem and other places in the
West Bank where Israel aims to con-
solidate its territorial hold. By driving
out Palestinian inhabitants, Israel
hopes to legitimize its claim to
“empty” areas. It has therefore
stepped up house demolitions since
1993 in an effort to create new demo-
graphic realities to influence the final
land settlement of the Oslo process.

For the Israeli army, a house demo-
lition is not merely a bureaucratic pro-
cedure. It is a show of force designed
to turn one family’s tragedy into a the-
ater of fear and insecurity for the
entire community. By now the sce-
nario of destruction is familiar to
Palestinians throughout the West
Bank. At dawn on the day of the
demolition, soldiers herd the family
out of their home at gunpoint. A wide
radius around the house is already
swarming with hundreds of armed

traumatized family. It is they who
bring the children out of the psycho-
logical abyss of nightmares, bed-wet-
ting and constant fear. And it is they
who continue to cook meals, wash
clothes, and ensure children’s safety
and hygiene, whether the family is
lucky enough to be taken in by rela-
tives or is making do under a card-
board shelter. Girls are often forced to
drop out of school to help their moth-
ers with the sharply increased work-
load of keeping a homeless family
together. In some cases, daughters as
young as 14 or 15 are pressured into
marriage to lighten the parents’ burden
of finding shelter for their children.
Clearly, the calculated destruction
of a family’s home is a violation of the
most basic right to shelter, guaranteed
by the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and other instruments
of international law. In fact, the occu-
pation itself is patently illegal, though
the international community has
done little to enforce its condemna-
tion. Israel provides the US with a
strategic foothold in the Middle East
and a willing partner in the execution
of US foreign policy. In exchange, the
United States has made itself the
number one funder and diplomartic
backer of the occupation, using its
UN veto and long economic and mil-
itary reach to defend Isracli policies,

The meaning of home reaches far

beyond the material. Home is memories

and history. Home is a sense of self.

Home is having a place in the world.

soldiers, bulldozers and trucks hauling
explosives. The area is usually declared
a “closed military zone” to keep out
the press and potential protesters.
Huddled around their salvaged
belongings, the family stands at a safe
distance from the demolition’s deafen-
ing explosions, flying stone and blind-
ing dust, watching helplessly as their
home is razed to a pile of rubble.

In the aftermath, it is Palestinian
women who are primarily responsible

for the health and well-being of the

including human rights violations.
While the consequences of house
demolitions are particularly severe for
women and girls whose work and
social standing center around the
home, the policy has meant trauma,
despair and economic ruin for thou-
sands of Palestinian families since the
occupation began. The acceleration
of house demolitions more than four
years after the signing of the Oslo
“peace accords,” is a terrible demon-
stration of Palestinians’ ongoing vul-
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nerability to the worst abuses of mili-
tary occupation. Palestinian and
Israeli peace activists are still deeply
engaged in the work of documenting,
publicizing and protesting gross
human rights violations, including
house demolitions. International sup-
port from progressive people remains
as crucial as ever to their project of
creating conditions for real peace.

Guatemala

SQUATTING IN THE SHADOW
OF NEO-LIBERALISM

ike Palestinians, Guatemalans
recently witnessed the signing
of accords that officially
marked an end to declared hostilities
in their country. And like the Oslo
Agreements in the Middle East, the
accords of December 1996 fail to
resolve many of the root causes of
conflict in Guatemala. The country’s
most fundamental crisis, the unequal
distribution of land, remains a major
problem, with 2% of Guatemalans
controlling 68% of land resources.
This inequality was the core of
Guatemala’s 36-year civil war, the
longest and bloodiest of this century’s
Latin American conflicts. The war
was fueled by US-backed efforts to
monopolize land for the benefit of
agribusiness. Behind the smokescreen
of “fighting communism,” military
groups trained and funded by the US
killed 150,000 mostly indigenous
people and destroyed 440 Mayan vil-
lages. More than a million people
were uprooted from their homes and
over a quarter million became
refugees in surrounding countries.
Sustained state terror was needed to
compel the majority of Guatemalans,
who are rural, indigenous people, to
submit to policies favored by US and
Guatemalan business elites. Today
these policies take the form of “neo-
liberalism,” an economic approach
designed to integrate Guatemala into
the global market by increasing foreign
investment and free trade. These goals
are generally achieved at the expense of
the poor, through “structural adjust-




Jon Snow

ment programs’ that suppress wages to
attract foreign investors, cut govern-
ment social welfare programs and pri-
vatize government-run utilities, trans-
portation systems, schools and hospi-
tals. The role of the peace accords in
this scenario is to create the political
stability necessary to implement a neo-
liberal agenda.

In Guatemala, as elsewhere, policies
like structural adjustment have caused
unemployment to soar to 70%, while
the minimum wage hovers at less than
a third of what it costs to meet a fami-
ly’s basic needs. 80% of the population
lives in abject poverty and less than
half that number have access to health-
care. In the cities, women displaced by
the war compete for poorly paid work
under abusive conditions in the
magquila factories that have become
emblematic of Guatemala’s role in the
global economy. Meanwhile, in the
countryside, small farmers continue to
lose their homes and land as the push
for open markets bankrupts those who
cannot compete with the low price of
US imports.

Most people who were displaced
during the war have little hope of
returning home now that the bomb-
ing has subsided. When they fled, the
bulk of their land was swallowed up
by agribusiness and attempts to move
back onto property that is now regis-
tered to these companies have met
with violent evictions. The accords

In the Guatemalan squatter settlement of El Mezquital, over 30% of
households are maintained solely by women. Many of them work

up to 18 hours a day.

propose to resolve the disparity of
land ownership by creating a govern-
ment Land Bank to buy and distrib-
ute property to landless farmers
through credit schemes and loan pro-
grams. But most small farmers lack
the resources to be eligible for credit
and cannot afford government loans
at 20% interest. In effect, the accords
create the bureaucratic structures for
poor families to buy back the land
that was stolen from them, but with-
out creating any meaningful possibili-
ty for the poor to be able to utilize
these structures. Ultimately, the
accords benefit those with the
resources to invest in land. The his-
toric inequality is maintained, but the
burden of enforcing it has shifted
from military to market forces.

A major outgrowth of war-time
displacement are the 62 shanty-towns
that now mark the periphery of
Guatemala City. Nearly half a million
people, the majority of them women
and their children, live in these
squatter settlements. For them,
“peace” remains a vague abstraction
as they confront hardships that many
women say they could never have
imagined before escaping their homes
in the mountains. People live packed
together under corrugated tin or
cardboard shacks. In the rainy season,
raw sewage overflows into sleeping
quarters; in the dry season, the
stench of garbage is everywhere. They
face diseases that
they never before
encountered—
asthma, hyperten-
sion, tuberculo-
sis—all associated
with urban pover-
ty and overcrowd-
ing. There is no
running water or
electricity; and lit-
tle access to
healthcare or
schooling. Violent
economic crime
and seemingly
random
gang assaults are
rampant.

Women’s lives in
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these “neighborhoods” revolve
around protecting themselves and
their children from such conditions.
MADRE’s partner organization in
Guatemala City, GRUFEPROME-
FAM (Women for the Betterment of
the Family) provides crucial support
to hundreds of women in this situa-
tion. GRUFE offers workshops in
health and nutrition and runs job
training and literacy courses in an
environment where women can re-
create community SuUpport systems
that were shattered by displacement.
Through their work with GRUFE,
women develop skills and resources
to survive the grinding poverty and
pervasive dangers of the squatter set-
tlements. Programs are run with an
emphasis on human rights education
and community organizing, giving
women tools to put their experience
into a political context and to under-
stand their displacement and poverty
as the products of social forces that
can be changed. This consciousness
remains the foundation for genuine
peace in Guatemala. If the accords
are to represent more than an official
cease-fire, then the human rights of
the poorest Guatemalans must be
upheld—starting with the right to a
safe, secure home.

Rwanda

SURVIVING US HYPOCRISY

he necessity of housing as a
foundation for every aspect of
people’s well-being is explicitly
recognized by the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights. But this year, as peo-
ple around the world mark the 50th
anniversary of the Declaration, the
importance of housing continues to be
underrated by the international com-
munity. Of all the places where
MADRE works, the failure to respond
to the crisis of shelter is perhaps most
glaring with respect to Rwanda.
Rwanda is a country in the midst of
profound national crisis. It is a society
grappling with the murder of nearly
one million of its people, struggling to
enact the excruciating lessons of geno-




cide, while straining to
move beyond the trau-
ma and reconstitute
itself as a nation. |
Rwanda’s nearly
unprecedented attempt
at national reconcilia-
tion means that all over
the country, those who
survived the genocide
and those who execut-
ed it must find new
ways to co-exist. One
of the biggest obstacles
to this challenge is the
critical housing short-
age that endures as an
after-shock of the geno-
cide and the massive
migrations triggered by
the slaughter.

During the 1994
massacres, hundreds of
villages were razed to
the ground. Despite
the efforts of the cur-
rent government and some humani-
tarian organizations, many Tutsi sur-
vivors remain homeless. Others occu-
py homes belonging to the more than
one million Rwandan Hutu who fled
the country immediately after the
genocide for fear of reprisal by the
new Tutsi-led government. These
refugees returned en mass in 1996 to
find the country still reeling from the
impact of genocide and the economic
crisis that precipitated the killing.
Many of them joined the ranks of
Rwanda’s displaced and destitute sur-
vivors in an atmosphere of instability
and scarcity that threatens even the
best efforts at reconciliation.

The housing crisis has particular
implications for women who, in the
wake of genocide, comprise nearly
70% of Rwanda’s population. Many
women who were publicly identified
as rape survivors of the war were
shunned by their communities and
forced to relocate to more anony-
mous settings, often with their chil-
dren and numerous orphans in their
care. Moreover, because Rwandan
law bars women from owning or
inheriting land, tens of thousands of
women whose husbands were killed

[ s

Tens of thousands of Rwandan families remain homele
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have been dispossessed. Women's
organizations in Rwanda say that dis-
crimination against rape survivors
and legal inequities against women in
general are major causes of displace-
ment among women.

When MADRE Executive Director
Vivian Stromberg and journalist
Laura Flanders visited Rwanda last
year, they were told by genocide sur-
vivors, returning refugees, govern-
ment officials and members of
women'’s organizations that the lack
of housing, along with the need for
justice, were the biggest issues facing
Rwanda after the genocide. The
international community has barely

From the MADRE Bookshelf

n Women, Population and Global

Crisis (London, Zed, 1997), Asoka

Bandarage contests the notion that
over-population is the root of global
crises like poverty, hunger, disease, vio-
lence and ecological destruction.
Instead, she argues that economic
inequality is the main issue of our time,
Showing how the costs of global eco-
nomic restructuring since the 1970s
have been borne overwhelmingly by
women, children, the poor and the envi-

MADRE SPEAKS isPRING 1998

Laura Flanders

55 since the 1994 genocide.

paid lipservice to the need for a jus-
tice process on Rwanda, while the
housing crisis has met with even
greater disregard. In March, President
Clinton finally acknowledged his fail-
ure and that of the international
community to stop the genocide. But
this acknowledgment rings hollow
given the Administration’s deliberate
obstruction of action to prevent the
massacres. In 1994 the US failed to
abide by both international law and
basic morality. The US must now
assume some responsibility for meet-
ing the needs of those who are
enduring the worst consequences of
its failure. i

ronment, Bandarage draws from Third
World, feminist, socialist and ecological
ideas to explore an alternative “partner-
ship” view of

the world, one
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MADRE is responding to an appeal from K’inal
Antzetik, our sister organization in Chiapas, to pro-
vide emergency relief to the survivors of last
December’s massacre in the village of Acteal. Forty-
five people—mostly women and children—were
killed on that day. In February, MADRE Executive
Director Vivian Stromberg and Program
Coordinator Elena Arengo visited Acteal and deliv-
ered medicines to health workers in the communi-
ty. MADRE is supporting K’'inal’s long-term pro-
gram to train indigenous women to be health
providers in their communities. This is a two-year
program for ten communities where women have
almost no access to healthcare.

MADRE continues to support Clinic of Hope in
their work to provide medical treatment, counsel-
ing and income-generating projects to women who
survived the 1994 rapes and genocide in Rwanda.
The response from MADRE members to our
appeal for support last fall was extremely generous.
In addition to medicines and medical supplies, our
contribution paid the rent for Clinic of Hope for
four months.

- i - .
MADRE's newest program assists Guatemalan maquila
workers—more than 70% of whom are women—to claim

their rights in the workplace.

photographer unknown

Since 1989, MADRE' sister organizartion in
Guatemala City, GRUFEPROMEFAM, has been
developing health, literacy and human rights pro-
grams for women who work as vendors in the infor-
mal market sector or in the factories known as

MADRE Executive Director Vivian Stromberg and Olga
Rivas, director of MADRE's sister organization, GRUFE-
PROMEFAM, plan a workshop for human rights education.

magquilas. These workers are often subjected to
forced overtime, violations of child labor laws,
unsanitary working conditions and physical and
sexual abuse by factory management. In March,
MADRE and GRUFE launched a project to docu-
ment these abuses of human rights. The documen-
tation will be used to raise visibility and increase
pressure on factory management to obey recognized
human rights standards. Workers testimonies can
also be used in legal proceedings both in Guatemala
and in the international arena. MADRE invited
Alda Facio, the Costa Rican gender and human
rights lawyer to do a training workshop organized
by GRUFE for leaders of Guatemalan women’s
organizations. The workshop dealt with the value of
documentation, methodology and a review of rele-
vant human rights instruments.

F—,

MADRE-supported KLINIK FANM, Haiti’s first
clinic dedicated exclusively to women, is now in its
third year of providing medical care and health and
human rights workshops for community women.
The clinic offers OB-GYN services, primary health
care and counseling. In December, MADRE
together with Grassroots International shipped
$537,000 worth of medicines and supplies to the
clinic along with equipment for a basic laboratory.
The lab will enable the clinic to provide crucial
tests and screening to its own patients and offer
services to private clinics and physicians which will
help generate income for the clinic.
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Give a MADRE gift

Support women’s human rights with a gift for yourself or a friend

Big, Beautiful CANVAS MUGS
TOTE BAG Traditional Central American design
with zipper, 18" x 16" printed in red, yellow and green on
with 4-inch gusset. Black canvas an 11 oz. white ceramic mug

with teal-blue MADRE logo.
$8 each or $30 for a set of four

$20 + shipping & handling + shipping & handling:
($5 for the first bag; $3 for each ($3 per mug; $1 for each additional mug
additional bag to the same address) to the same address)

CUSTOM-MADE PINS
The symbol of MADRE
and our women's
human rights work.

3-in-1 HIGHLIGHTERS
yellow, green, lavender

$2.50 each (four for $9) [

(+ $1.25 shipping & handiing
per highlighter) |

2 inches high,

r ! in sterling silver ($586),
| | bronze ($36) or
silver plate ($20).
100% Cotton BASEBALL CAPS + shipping & handling:

Black with white logos ($5 per pin; $4 for

or White with black logos each additional pin
$9 + shipping & handling IOheaame DockasE)
($3.50 for the first cap; $2.00 for each
additional cap to the same address)

Fill out coupon on back cover and return to: MADRE |21 West 27th Street, #301 New York, NY 10001

http I www.MADRE.org
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Cmembertip |

J | want to become a member of MADRE.
Enclosed is my $30 annual membership
fee.

J | am a member of MADRE and want to
offer further support. Enclosed is my tax-
deductible contributionof 5 to
MADRE.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP
TELEFHONE
AMOUNT ENCLOSED S

MADRE is a 501(c)(3), not-for-profit organization. All
contributions to MADRE are tax deductible to the
extent of the law. A copy of MADRE's latest financial
report can be obtained by writing to the New York
Departrment of State, Office of Charities Registration.
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_giftmernbershios |

Introduce a friend or relative to MADRE by
sending them a gift membership in celebration
of a birthday, wedding, holiday or special event.
For $30 or more per membership, MADRE will
send an acknowledgement to you and an infor-
mation packet and membership to the people
you list below.

NAME MNAME
ADDRESS ADDRESS
CITY/STATE/ZIP CITY/STATE/ZIP

Enclosed is $30 or more for each Gift
Membership

YOUR NAME

ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP

TELEPHONE

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED §
J ¢
H

ITEM COLOR _ QUANTITY _ PRICE EACH _ SHIPPING

for my purchase above,

made payable to
MADRE, Inc.

NAME (PLEASE PRINT)

ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP

TOTAL: §
TELEPHONE
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