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14, October, 2013 

 

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women  

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights  

Attention: Pre-Session Working Group 

Via Email: cedaw@ohchr.org 

 

Re: Submission to Country Report Task Force for the adoption of lists of issues for Syria Arab 

Republic Scheduled for Review by the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against 

Women during the 58
th

 Session to be held in July 2014 

 

 

Dear Committee Members, 

    

This letter is submitted to you by MADRE
1
 and the International Women’s Human Rights 

(IWHR) Clinic at the City University of New York (CUNY) School of Law.
2
 The issues 

discussed in this letter are raised to supplement the information set forth in the second periodic 

report submitted by the Syrian Arab Republic to the Committee for its review of Syria during the 

58
th

 Session to be held in July 2014.  

    

Our organizations wish to further the work of the Committee on the Elimination of 

Discrimination against Women (the Committee) Country Report Task Force for the adoption of 

lists of issues for the Syria Arab Republic (Task Force) by providing independent information 

concerning the rights protected by the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination against Women (CEDAW).  

   

MADRE and the IWHR Clinic respectfully request that the Task Force’s list of selected issues 

cover several areas of concern related to the status of the rights of women and girls in the Syrian 

Arab Republic suffering from torture and sexual violence and from discriminatory legislation as 

discussed below. 

 

I. GENERAL INFORMATION AND HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES 

 

The human rights violations committed by the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic and the 

unwillingness to provide for victims immediate needs, raises urgent concerns regarding Syria’s 

compliance with CEDAW. According to the report of the independent international commission 

of inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, the Government has manifestly failed in its 

                                                           
1 MADRE is an international women’s human rights organization that works in partnership with community-based women’s 

organizations worldwide to address issues of health and reproductive rights, economic development, education and other human 

rights. 
2 The International Women’s Human Rights Clinic (IWHR) of the City University of New York (CUNY) School of Law, works 

on women’s human rights issues both at a domestic and international level. 
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responsibility to protect its people. Since November 2011, its military forces continue 

widespread, systematic and gross human rights violations.”
3
 The Commission noted that “[a]nti-

Government groups have also committed abuses, although not comparable in scale and 

organization to those carried out by the State.”
4
 Despite the rights guaranteed by CEDAW, 

Syrian women and girls continue to live in fear of Government perpetuated torture and sexual 

violence in the midst of the Syrian conflict.   
 

Additionally, Syria’s discriminatory laws against women in the areas of marriage, divorce, 

polygamy, child marriage, domestic violence, marital rape and citizenship remain in violation of 

CEDAW.  

 

II. LIST OF ISSUES OF CONCERN 

 

1. The systematic torture carried out by Syrian Government officials against 

thousands of women and children in Syria (Articles 3, 5, 6 & 14). 

We would like to raise with the Committee the systematic detaining, kidnapping, torture and ill-

treatment of thousands of Syrian women and children by members of President Bashar al-

Assad’s military forces and government affiliated militias. 

Article 3 of CEDAW obligates States Parties to take all appropriate measures, to ensure the full 

development and advancement of women, for the purpose of guaranteeing them the exercise and 

enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms on a basis of equality with men.
5
  Article 

5 requires States Parties to take all appropriate measures to modify the social and cultural 

patterns of conduct of men and women, with a view to achieving the elimination of prejudices 

and customary and all other practices which are based on the idea of the inferiority or the 

superiority of either of the sexes or on stereotyped roles for men and women.
6
 Article 6 states 

that States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to suppress all forms of traffic in women 

and exploitation of prostitution of women.
7
 

 

Recent reports describe the recent horrific events in Syria. For instance, a recent report submitted 

to the Human Rights Council by the Independent International Commission of inquiry on the 

Syrian Arab Republic found that since the beginning of the conflict in 2011, government-

affiliated militias have subjected Syrian women and children to systematic torture after detaining 

them for allegedly participating in anti-government protests beginning in 2011.
8
 According to the 

report, the torture was carried out in various forms including burning, summary executions, and 

other cruel acts such as physical violence or injury.
9
 The report concludes that “a reliable body of 

evidence exists that … _provides reasonable grounds to believe that particular individuals, 

including commanding officers and officials at the highest levels of government, bear 

                                                           
3 Human Rights Council, Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, 1 (Summary), U.N. 

Doc. A/HRC/19/69 (2012). 
4 Id. 
5 CEDAW, art 3. 
6 CEDAW, art 5. 
7 CEDAW, art 6. 
8 Human Rights Council, Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, ¶¶ 9, 10 & 13, U.N. 

Doc. A/HRC/23/58 (2013). 
9 Id. at ¶ 10.  
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responsibility for crimes against humanity and other gross human rights violations.”
10

  

 

In June 2012, the Committee against Torture, in its periodic review of Syria, found there to be, 

“[w]idespread use of torture and cruel and inhuman treatment of detainees, individuals suspected 

of having participated in demonstrations, journalists, web bloggers, defectors of security forces, 

persons wounded or injured, women and children.”
11

 The Committee further found that “[t]he 

habitual use of torture and cruel and inhuman treatment as a tool, which appears to be deliberate 

and a part of State policy, to instill fear and to intimidate and terrorize civilian population…and 

the complete disregard by State party authorities of the requests from authoritative international 

bodies and experts to cease these violations.”
12

 This mistreatment also includes rape and violence 

against female detainees, that started before the current conflict.
13

   

The Committee against Torture also documented “[w]idespread use of torture and cruel and 

inhumane treatment of detainees, individuals suspected of having participated in demonstrations, 

journalists, web bloggers, defectors of security forces, persons wounded or injured, women and 

children.”
14

 In addition to anti-government groups, the regime has also targeted independent 

human and civil rights organizations, journalists, and religious activists.
15

 

The Syrian Government’s second periodic report to the CEDAW Committee fails to address the 

facts concerning these violations.
16

   

 

2. Government sanctioned sexual violence against women and girls in the context of 

armed conflict (Articles 1-3, 5, 6, 12, 14 & 16).  
 

We would like to raise with the Committee the issue of increased sexual violence, and lack of 

necessary supportive services, in the context of the Syrian conflict.  

Articles 1-3 require States Parties to report on the measures taken to protect women from gender-

based violence during times of armed conflict.
17

 Article 14 requires States Parties to take 

appropriate measures to ensure that the Convention’s provisions apply to women in rural areas.
18

 

The CEDAW Committee has observed that “[r]ural women are at risk of gender-based violence 

because of traditional attitudes regarding the subordinate role of women that persist in many 

rural communities.”
19

 

Various UN bodies and representatives, as well as NGOs, have documented widespread and 

systemic sexual violence, as the conflict in Syria “is increasingly marked by rape and sexual 

                                                           
10 Human Rights Council, Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, ¶ 87, U.N. Doc. 

A/HRC/19/69 (2012).  
11 Committee against Torture, Concluding Observations for Syrian Arab Republic, ¶ 20(a), U.N. Doc. CAT/C/SYR/CO/1/Add.2 

(2012).  
12 Id. at ¶ 20(b). 
13 Human Rights Watch, No Room to Breathe: State Repression of Human Rights Activism in Syria (2007), 

http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/syria1007.pdf. 
14 Committee Against Torture, Concluding Observations for Syrian Arab Republic, ¶ 4, U.N. Doc. CAT/C/SYR/CO/1/Add.2 

(2012).  
15 Id. at 4-5.  
16 Syrian Arab Republic’s Second Periodic Report CEDAW, U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/SYR/2 (2012).  
17 CEDAW, art. 1-3. 
18 CEDAW, art. 14. 
19 CEDAW Comm., Gen. Rec. No. 19: Violence Against Women, ¶ 21, U.N. Doc. A/47/38 (1992). 
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violence employed as a weapon of war to intimidate parties to the conflict destroying identity, 

dignity and the social fabrics of families and communities.”
20

 Government forces and 

government-affiliated militias have been documented assaulting women and girls at checkpoints, 

during house searches and raids, in detention, and “in areas perceived as sympathetic to the 

opposing side.”
21

  

 

Syrian victims rarely report sexual violence, owing not only to the lack of appropriate mental and 

physical health supportive services but also because of the threat of severe social stigma and 

exclusion victims face.
22

 Besides being ostracized from the community, victims face various 

other consequences as a result of sexual violence.  In some victims are forced to marry their 

rapists to “protect” their honor,
23

 and rapists receive impunity if they marry their victims under 

the Penal Code.
24

 Some women have been forced to carry pregnancies resulting from rape to 

term, because they either lack access to or have been denied abortion services.
25

 In other cases, 

victims of sexual assault have been killed afterwards.
26

 

 

The consequences of sexual assault in the context of Syria are severe. The Government has also 

failed to put into place programs to protect women and girls against sexual violence or to provide 

victims with necessary medical and psychological supportive services, and the socioeconomic 

impact of the Syrian conflict has placed women and girls at increased risk of abuse, adoption of 

dangerous coping mechanisms, and sexual exploitation.
27

 Attacks on hospitals and health 

facilities by both government and non-government forces further compound the consequences of 

sexual violence, limiting access to healthcare for entire vulnerable communities, including 

women and girls.
28

 Access to reproductive health services, which was severely lacking prior to 

the conflict, is currently non-existent in many areas of Syria.   

 

The internal armed conflict in the Syrian Government continues to place women and girls at 

grave risk of sexual violence, and the fear of sexual violence has been a trigger in the 

displacement of many families.
29

 Women and girls are “at risk of sexual violence during flight 

and in the displacement phase, owing to family separation, lack of basic structural and social 

protections, and limited safe access to services.”
30

 Such threats also contribute to increased risk 

of trafficking in persons. 

 

                                                           
20 UN News Centre, Displacement in Syria giving way for serious gender-based crimes, warns UN official (Feb. 26, 2013).  
21 International Federation for Human Rights, Violence Against Women in Syria, Breaking the Silence, 12 (2012); Sec’y Gen., 

Protection of and assistance to internally displaced persons: situation of internally displaced persons in the Syrian Arab Republic, 

¶ 60, U.N. Doc. A/67/931 (2013). 
22 The International Rescue Committee (IRC), Commission on Syrian Refugees, Syria: A Regional Crisis, 7 (2013).  
23 Id.  
24 CEDAW Committee, Concluding Observations, Syrian Arab Republic, ¶ 19, U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/SYR/CO/1 (2007). 
25 International Federation for Human Rights, Violence Against Women in Syria, Breaking the Silence, 12 (2012). 
26 Melissa Jeltsen, Syria's Rape Crisis: Women Under Siege Project Maps Sexual Violence, Huffington Post (April 3, 2013).  
27 Sec’y Gen., Protection of and assistance to internally displaced persons: situation of internally displaced persons in the Syrian 

Arab Republic, ¶¶ 37 & 62, U.N. Doc. A/67/931 (2013). 
28 Report of the independent international commission of inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, ¶ 10, U.N. Doc. A/HRC/22/59 

(2013); Situation of human rights in the Syrian Arab Republic: Implementation of Human Rights Council resolution 19/22, ¶ 9, 

U.N. Doc. A/HRC/21/32 (2013).  
29 UN Security Council, Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict, Zainab Hawa Bangura, 

UN Doc. S/PV.6949 (2013); UN Sec’y Gen., Protection of and assistance to internally displaced persons: situation of internally 

displaced persons in the Syrian Arab Republic, ¶ 16 (2013); IRC, Syria: A Regional Crisis, Commission on Syrian Refugees, 6 

(2013). 
30 Sec’y Gen., Protection of and assistance to internally displaced persons: situation of internally displaced persons in the Syrian 

Arab Republic, ¶ 61, U.N. Doc. A/67/931 (2013). 
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The Syrian Government’s second periodic report to CEDAW Committee fails to cite to any facts 

concerning these violations.
31

 

 

3. Discrimination in law against women and girls in the Personal Status Act, Marriage 

Law, Penal Code, and Nationality Act (Articles 2, 3, 5, 9, 15, & 16). 

 

We would like to finally raise the issue of Syria’s discriminatory laws against women 

particularly in the areas of marriage, divorce, polygamy, child marriage, domestic violence, 

marital rape, citizenship, and impunity for rapists.  

The Committee requires States Parties to pursue by all appropriate means and without delay a 

policy of eliminating discrimination against women,
32

 by taking political, social, economic and 

cultural measures to ensure the full development and advancement of women,
33

 granting women 

equal rights with men with respect to the nationality of their children,
34

 according women 

equality with men before the law,
35

 eliminating discrimination against women in all matters 

relating to marriage and family relations.  

In its 2007 periodic review of Syria, the Committee noted its concern about the “unequal rights 

of women and men to marriage, divorce, custody and inheritance under the existing laws and 

about the existence of polygamy and child marriages.”
36

 However, despite the Committee’s 2007 

recommendation “that the State party undertake a comprehensive reform of its Personal Status 

Act (PSA), ensuring that women and men have equal rights to marriage, divorce, custody and 

inheritance and that polygamy and child marriages are prohibited,”
37

 the Syrian Government has 

not taken sufficient legislative measures to eradicate the laws’ discriminatory impact on women.  

The Syrian Penal Code does not address the issues of rape and domestic violence. According to 

the Government of Syria’s 2012 periodic report to CEDAW, a rapist can avoid punishment by 

marrying his victim, and the penal code’s definition of rape specifically excludes the rape of a 

spouse.
38

 In attempt to justify the lack of legislative measures to address marital rape in the 2012 

constitution, the Government states that marital rape is merely theoretical and not a pervasive 

problem, and therefore not addressed in the law.
39

 Despite the Committee’s recommendations in 

its review of Syria in 2003 and 2007 regarding domestic violence, the 2012 constitution still fails 

to include any laws that would function as a prohibition on domestic violence.
40

 Furthermore, the 

Report does not mention any change in the constitution to redress domestic violence victims, 

insisting that victims prefer to resort to their families rather than the law in order to address their 

concerns.
41

 The only measures taken by the Government to deter violence against women is 

initiating government sponsored programs, awareness campaigns, and conferences.
42

 However, 

                                                           
31 Syrian Arab Republic’s Second Periodic Report CEDAW, U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/SYR/2 (2012). 
32 CEDAW, art. 2. 
33 CEDAW, art. 5. 
34 CEDAW, art. 9. 
35 CEDAW, art. 15. 
36 CEDAW Committee, Concluding Observations, Syrian Arab Republic, ¶ 33, U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/SYR/CO/1 (2007). 
37 Id. at ¶ 34. The Committee further recommends that the State party ensure enforcement of such 

revised laws, including by requiring registration of all births, deaths, marriages and divorces.  Id. 
38 Syrian Arab Republic’s Second Periodic Report CEDAW, 16, U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/SYR/2 (2012).  
39 Id.  
40 Id. at 25.  
41 Id. at 16-25.  
42 Id.  
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such measures are less effective in eradicating the problem without the proper redress under law.  

In its periodic report to the Committee, the Syrian Government fails to address the 

discriminatory impact of several provisions of the Syrian constitution, including the new 

constitution adopted by the parliament in 2012, and the other bodies of law.
43

 In it’s 2007 

recommendations to the Government of Syria, the Committee noted that “while appreciating the 

State party’s efforts to review and revise discriminatory legislation, including discriminatory 

provisions in its Personal Status Act (PSA), Penal Code and Nationality Act, the Committee is 

concerned about the delay in the law reform process and notes that many amendments are still in 

the process of being drafted and bills that have been drafted have yet to be adopted.”
44  

In response to the delay in the law reform, the Government contends that the Committee’s 

comments on Syria’s delay is inaccurate because they have “hundreds of new laws” since the 

year 2000 “where men and women have the same rights.”
45

 The Government goes on to say that 

the PSA “includes many rights” but needs to be understood within in the terms of respecting 

freedom of religion and the diversity of religion in Syria. The Government also notes in its report 

that it’s difficult to change laws in a conservative society and that the law of international treaties 

cannot compete against religion.
46

 

Syrian law discriminates against women in most aspects of marriage and divorce procedures.  

Syria’s constitution states that all citizens are equal before the law in their rights and 

obligations.
47

 However, various laws affecting women contradict what the constitution says, 

making its articles on citizens’ equality invalid.  

Under article 305 of the Personal Status Act (PSA), which governs family affairs, judges 

maintain broad discretion on judicial determinations for situations not covered by the law. For 

example, the PSA is silent on control of women’s movement. When judges are faced with a case 

relating to such a situation, they refer to article 212 of the Qadri Basha Code, a 19
th

 Century law 

that stipulates that a wife cannot leave the marital home without her husband’s permission.
48

 

Moreover, Muslim women are explicitly not free to marry without the permission of their male 

guardian, a provision not required for men under the PSA.
49

 In many instances, women are 

coerced into marriage rendering their consent unnecessary.
50

  

The Committee on the Rights of Child 2012 Concluding Observations on the Syrian Arab 

Republic, pointed out the discrepancy between the marriageable age of men and women.
51

 While 

the legal age of marriage for men is 18, women can be married at 17. However, Judges retain the 

                                                           
43 The Constitution of the Syrian Arab Republic. (Feb. 2012), http://www.al-bab.com/arab/docs/syria/syria_draft_constit 

ution_2012.htm.  
44

 CEDAW Committee, Concluding Observations, Syrian Arab Republic, ¶¶ 17, 18, U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/SYR/CO/1 (2007). 
45

 Syrian Arab Republic’s Second Periodic Report to CEDAW, 15, 19, U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/SYR/2 (2012). 
46

 Syrian Arab Republic’s Second Periodic Report to CEDAW, 15, 19, U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/SYR/2 (2012). 
47 The Constitution of the Syrian Arab Republic. Art. 33  ¶ 3, (Feb. 2012). "Citizens shall be equal in rights and duties without 

discrimination among them on grounds of sex, origin, language, religion or creed,” http://www.al-

bab.com/arab/docs/syria/syria_draft_constit ution_2012.htm.  
48 The rules for legislation are set by the Permanent Constitution of the State, with article 3 stating that Islamic jurisprudence is “a 

principal source” for legislation, not “the” principal source. Thus, the use of other sources for legislation is acceptable.  
49 Article 21 of the Personal Status Act.  
50 Freedom House, Women’s Rights in the Middle East and North Africa 2010, 6 (2010).  
51 Convention on the Rights of Child, Concluding Observations, Syrian National Republic, ¶ 30, U.N. Doc. CRC/C/SYR/CO/3-4 

(2012).  
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discretion to marry girls as young as 13 and boys as young as 15 upon determination that the 

underage party has reached puberty.  

Furthermore, polygamy in Syria is legal and the consent of the first wife is not a necessary 

precondition for a valid second marriage. The PSA sanctions polygyny and fail to provide 

women with any kind of equality with her spouse and strip her of any control over decisions that 

affect her life enormously. As to divorce, men enjoy the right to divorce under a simple 

procedure while women's access to divorce is more time consuming and burdensome.  

 

Finally, the Syria State Report to CEDAW indicates that the Syrian Government has failed to 

take any measures to eliminate discrimination against women regarding granting children of 

Syrian women Syrian citizenship.
52

 Unlike men, if a Syrian woman marries a non-Syrian, the 

Government does not recognize those children as Syrian citizens.
53

 Furthermore, under article 

170 of the PSA, only men can assume the role of guardianship over children including decisions 

around medical treatment, continuing education, career guidance, marriage consent and all other 

issues concerning the care of a legal minor. 

The Syrian Government’s report is silent on the issue of discrimination in the area of marriage, 

has the State has failed to implement the Committee’s 2007 recommendation, calling upon the 

Government, “to give high priority to its law reform process and to modify or repeal, without 

delay and within a clear time frame, discriminatory legislation, including discriminatory 

provisions in its Personal Status Act, Penal Code and Nationality Act.”
54

  

 

4. The lack of real and effective participation of women in political, economic, cultural, 

and social life (Articles 1-3, 5, 7, 8, 10, 11 & 13). 

 

We would like to raise the issue of the lack of women’s participation in political and social 

decision-making. Article 7 requires States Parties to “take all appropriate measures to eliminate 

discrimination against women in the political and public life of the country,” by allowing and 

encouraging women’s participation in both domestic and international levels of government, and 

in the formulation of policy.
55

 The Convention requires States to ensure equality between women 

and men in regards to all “areas of economic and social life,”
56

 including access to employment 

and education.
57

    

 

The Syrian Government has failed to advance and develop the role of women in political, 

economic, cultural, and social life. The State’s second periodic report asserts that 30 women 

have been elected to the Syrian parliament, constituting 12% of the entire parliament, while also 

pointing to examples of women in various government positions.
 58

 While these statistics may 

show slight improvement of women’s involvement in political life, the proportion of women to 

men in government is still quite low. The report claims the lack of women’s participation is due 

                                                           
52 Syrian Arab Republic’s Second Periodic Report to CEDAW, 25, U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/SYR/2 (2012). 
53 Id.  
54

 CEDAW Committee, Concluding Observations, Syrian Arab Republic, ¶ 18, U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/SYR/CO/1 (2007). 
55 CEDAW, art. 7, 8. 
56 CEDAW, art. 13. 
57 CEDAW, art. 10, 11. 
58 Syrian Arab Republic’s Second Periodic Report CEDAW, U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/SYR/2 (2012).  
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to cultural norms, disparity between individuals’ qualifications, as well as political and economic 

factors.
59

 

 

Syria’s penal code provides no specific legislation that prohibits gender-based discrimination, 

and the effects of this are reflected in the low rate of women’s political and social representation. 

Women’s rights activists are limited in their ability to operate freely and “lobby against 

discriminatory laws and policies,” partly due to social norms discouraging “female leadership in 

public life.”
60

 Women are limited in government roles because men dominate the “political 

scene, and hold the majority of decision-making positions within the executive branch.”
61

  

 

For example, in 2007 national elections, of the 9,770 candidates running for parliament, only 

1,004 were women.
62

 Women have even less success in local elections, making up only 3.2% of 

elected local council members.
63

 The lack of access to education directly affects the lack of 

female employability, lack of economic empowerment, and ultimately, lack of women in 

leadership roles.
64

 The opposition to increase women’s visibility has been noted to come from 

“Islamic fundamentalist groups as well as from conservative customs that relegate women to a 

secondary position in society and continue to hold greater sway than formal law for many 

Syrians.”
65

  

 

5.  Incompatible Reservations to the spirit and intent of CEDAW 

 

In its 2007 recommendations to the Syrian Government, the Committee calls upon the State 

party to speedily complete the process of removal of reservations to articles 2, 15 (4), 16 (1) (g) 

and 16 (2) by depositing the necessary instrument of removal with the Secretary-General, as 

depository of the Convention. It also calls upon the State party to review and withdraw all 

remaining reservations, and especially reservations to articles 9 and 16, which are incompatible 

with the object and purpose of the Convention. However, in its 2012 periodic report to the 

CEDAW Committee, the Syrian Government contends that it cannot remove its reservations to 

CEDAW because of religious and cultural norms within its society but that the Government is 

doing all it can to advance women’s status within society.
66

 According to Article 19(c) of the 

Vienna Conventions on the Law of Treaties, which the Syrian Arab Republic ratified in 1970, 

State Party may not formulate a reservation to a treaty that is “incompatible with the object and 

purpose of the treaty.”
67

  

 

 

III. QUESTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE SYRIAN ARAB 

REPUBLIC 
 

1. What measures has the State taken to remove its reservations to articles 2, 9, 15 (4), 
16 (1) (g) and 16 (2)? 

                                                           
59 Id.   
60 Id. at 4 & 11. 
61 Id. at 11. 
62 Id. 
63 Id. 
64 Adrien K. Wing, The “Arab Fall”: The Future of Women’s Rights, 18 U.C. Davis J. Int’l L. & Pol’y 445, 455-56 (2012). 
65 Freedom House, Women’s Rights in the Middle East and North Africa 2010, 2 (2010). 
66

 Syrian Arab Republic’s Second Periodic Report CEDAW, 14, U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/SYR/2 (2012). 
67 Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, art. 19(c) (1969). 
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2. What measures is the State taking to immediately end all forms of State-enacted torture 

and to protect women and girls from gender-based violence including sexual violence and 

all forms of torture? What measures is the State taking to ensure adequate protection from 

sexual violence and access to justice for victims? 

 

3. What measures is the State taking to ensure that women and girl survivors of sexual 

violence and torture receive necessary medical and psychological services?  

 

4. What measures is the State prevent and punish perpetrators of torture in detention centers 

and to ensure detainees have access to their families, lawyers, to medical attention? When 

does the State plan to release all women human rights defenders and activists who are 

detained solely for peacefully exercising their rights to freedom of expression, association 

or assembly? 

 

5. What measures is the State taking to ensure that instances of sexual violence are reported 

and to address stigmatization of sexual violence victims? 

 

6. What measures is the State taking to enact and amend legislation that in intent or effect 

discriminates against women and girls, and ensure its compliance with international 

human rights standards?  

 

7. What measures is the State taking to reform the marriage law, so that wives can 

undertake activities and to ensure their freedom of movement without the permission of 

their husbands and to make all necessary amendments to legislation to ensure men and 

women have equal access to marriage dissolution? 

 

8. What measures is the state taking to eliminate gender discrimination in citizenship and 

ensure recognition of children of Syrian woman and non-Syrian spouses as Syrian 

citizens?; And, to revise the Personal Status Act to ensure that mothers are given an equal 

right to fathers in deciding on and managing all aspects of their children’s affairs? 

 

9. What measures does the State plan to take to ensure proper safeguards that children under 

18 seeking to marry are genuinely agreeing to marriage? 

 

10. What legislative and programmatic measures is the State taking to revise laws and 

policies that discriminate against women, and make all necessary amendments to ensure 

equality in rights between men and women including for marriage and divorce procedure, 

polygamy, child marriage, domestic violence, marital rape, citizenship, and impunity for 

sexual violence perpetrators?  

 

11. What special measures is the State taking to increase the visibility of women in political, 

economic, cultural, and social life? What special measures is the State taking to ensure a 

proportionate amount of women hold government positions?  

 


